Vision Statement

The Modern Montessori Kindergarten’s vision is to provide excellence in KG education
by making the benefits of the Montessori Method accessible to the community. Its
objective is to prepare the children to reach their full potential and to play a responsible
role in protecting the global environment and fostering peace and harmony with the
natural processes and community interests.

Mission statement

The Modern Montessori Kindergarten aims to provide a rich and stimulating
environment where children can develop to their full potential. The curriculum is based
on the principles of the Montessori Method and encourages a positive attitude and
disposition to learning.

The children in KG are taught by trained Montessori directresses and directors who
facilitate the carefully planned, vertically grouped, structured environment to implement
the child—centered approach. This is based on allowing the child to experience the
excitement of learning by his own choice and to help him perfect all his natural
potentials for learning, so that his abilities will be maximised in future learning
situations.

Specially designed activities and equipment are formulated to meet the child’s physical,
social, emotional, intellectual and spiritual needs through practical life exercises,
sensorial training activities, language and literacy, numeric, environmental and cultural
activities and creative and physical development.



The Modern Montessori Kindergarten is a private educational KG which offers a
Montessori learning environment to enhance each child’s unique style. The KG was
established in 1985. It is committed to making high quality Montessori education
accessible to all children and parents in the community
The KG offers a programme for children aged between two years and eight months to six
years. The Montessori education is recognised internationally as one of the most effective
methods to help children learn how to learn.....and be continuous learners.

The focus of the MM KG s to:

® Help children to develop self-confidence and self-esteem.

= Create a happy and nurturing environment where children feel comfortable to
discover and achieve their full potential.

® Give the required attention to each child in order to encourage learning and

allow each child to progress at his or her own pace.

m Stimulate growth by using materials and activities that encourage each child to
explore, learn and solve problems.

® Encourage and develop essential social skills through critical thinking,
independence and cooperation.

= Nurture each child's individual needs by providing a safe, secure and caring
environment.

® Enhance concentration skills and establish good working habits to discover the
joy of learning.

What is Montessori?

Montessori is an educational philosophy based on the belief that a child learns best
within a social environment that supports and nurtures each individual's unique
developmental pattern. The concept of Montessori education was developed by Dr.
Maria Montessori. The Montessori philosophy believes that no human being is educated
by another person. He must do it himself or it will never be done. A truly educated
individual continues learning long after the hours and years that he\she spends in the
classroom because he\she is motivated from within by a natural curiosity and love for
knowledge.

Dr. Montessori said the objective was “to cultivate his own natural desire to learn”.



The rich and stimulating environment allows the children to absorb information and
experience the excitement of discovering and learning by their own choice. It is designed
to meet the children’s needs for self-construction and to reveal their personality as well
as identify with their own culture. This is nurtured by the directresses and directors,
helping the children develop confidence and skills that make them feel worthwhile and
independent, ready to face their future life challenges.

Who was Maria Montessori?

Born in 1870, Dr. Maria Montessori, the first woman graduate in Italy to become
certified as a medical doctor, developed an educational method that still challenges the
way we think about teaching our children. She based her educational methods on
scientific observations made while working with number of children from different
cultural, social and economic backgrounds.

Dr. Maria Montessori is now acknowledged to have been one of the leading
educationalists of the 20th century. She founded a theory of education which has had a
profound influence on the lives of thousands of people throughout the world. Her
recommendations for educational practice, including the organisation of the
environment, the curriculum and the important role of the educator, have developed and
entered into the mainstream of educational theories and approaches.

The implementation of her philosophy results in students developing in a natural way
and becoming highly motivated, acquiring good discipline and mastering basic skills, in

many cases earlier than in the more traditional system of education. The Montessori
experience provides an intellectual, social and ethical programme which allows
students to define and reach their own special goals.
One of her observations was that young children learn best in a home-like setting,
surrounded by developmentally appropriate materials which provide life experiences.
Through observation, Dr. Montessori indicated that:

e Children must be respected as individuals who are different from adults.

e Children develop themselves through purposeful activity.

e The most important years for learning are from birth to age six.

e Children possess unusual sensitivity and mental powers for absorbing and

learning from their environment, which includes people as well as materials.



The Montessori Curriculum

The curriculum that has been developed by ICME and the staff at the model Modern

Montessori Kindergarten in Amman, Jordan, lies at the heart of our high standards of

education. It sets out attainment targets at each level following the structure of the

British National Curriculum, and it gives guidelines for the material to be taught using

Montessori pedagogy.

The rationale for planning our unique Montessori curriculum is based on a set of guiding

principles formulated by Maria Montessori:

The children engage in active learning.

The environment is carefully structured, providing relevant, appropriate and
stimulating experiences for the different age groups.

The children are given freedom within the structured environment to choose
spontaneously and follow their own interests.

Learning is integrated across the curriculum.

The contents of the curriculum reflect the children’s own culture.

The children are vertically grouped where appropriate. The younger children are
inspired and motivated, asking for explanation, while older children share what
they have learnt, simultaneously reinforcing their learning and leadership skills.
This inspires an atmosphere of inspiration and cooperation.

The Montessori teacher is flexible and bases decisions on scientific observations,
thus ensuring that the individual developmental needs of children are met. The
aim is to encourage active, positive and self-directed learning

The Montessori teacher aims to develop autonomy, independence, self-
discipline and confidence in the child.

The Montessori teacher acknowledges sensitive periods of learning.

Through the Montessori didactic materials there is indirect preparation for later
learning.

In a Montessori setting there is mutual respect where children, parents and teachers work
together, helping the children develop confidence and skills that make them feel
worthwhile and independent, ready to face their future life challenges.



10 Principles of the Method

1. Childhood is valid in itself.

It is a state to be protected.

Children should be rejoiced in.

Education in childhood is not preparation for later but a distinct specific
element in the learning process.

Children are qualitatively different from adults; they require a different
approach.

They require a different environment, e.g. Dr. Montessori’s Casa dei
Bambini.

2. The whole child must be considered, not just his intellectual side.

Emphasis on physical, social, emotional and spiritual development.
Development seen as simple to complex, step by step.

3. Learning is not compartmentalised.

The links in knowledge are built up step by step, i.e., education of senses,
to general notions, to abstract thought.

Individual activity is encouraged as every child learns at a different rate.
Active learning: the equipment supports concrete learning.

4. Intrinsic motivation is built on.

Children want to learn; they do not have to be motivated by external
forces; punishments and rewards are not used.

Within the prepared environment, the children are free to select their
chosen activity; therefore, they learn what they want to learn.

This spontaneous activity encourages self-direction and self-reliance.
Concentration is developed.

5. Self-discipline is emphasised.

Self—discipline emerges from allowing intrinsic motivation.
Also, the child is allowed the space for self-regulation.
The children are protected from adult and other children’s intervention.

The equipment also encourages self-discipline; on satisfactory
completion of an activity, the child feels rewarded and is encouraged to
take on longer and more complex tasks, thus disciplining himself\herself.



6. There are Sensitive Periods in development.

e A Sensitive Period is a short period of time when a child is completely
absorbed by one aspect of the environment.

e Dr. Montessori was the first educator to identify these sensitive periods.

o Examples of issues which may be focused on in sensitive periods are
language, order, social aspects.

e From an educational point of view, if children are in a sensitive period,
they are encouraged and allowed to follow it. Their interest and
concentration will not be broken.

7. Education starts from what the child can do “child-centred”.

e Through the prepared environment, the children build on what they can
do, gradually absorbing and accomplishing more and more skills and
knowledge.

e Observations by the teachers are important, enabling them to plan
appropriate activities and extend the children’s horizons.

8. The inner life of the child is respected.
Children’s dignity is respected.
Children are never hit or verbally abused.
Tranquility and peacefulness are encouraged.
Silence is often found in the classroom. It is not imposed.
Harmony, both externally and internally, is aimed for.
9. Social interaction.

e The adults and the children with whom the child interacts are seen as
crucial to the child’s whole development.

e Competition is not encouraged.

e Children are protected from conflict.

e Children are vertically grouped because it is more natural.

10. The environment affects the child’s development.

e The quality of the children’s interaction with the environment affects
their development.

e Children learn from the environment.

e Adults and other children are part of the environment



Montessori Classroom
The Montessori classroom is the child’s world, geared to the size, pace and interest of
children aged between three and six.
It has been designed to meet the needs of the children to develop and express themselves
fully, in order to help them finish their activities in the best way. The materials are
arranged on low shelves within easy reach of children, and the child-sized furniture in
the classroom gives the children physical freedom, permitting flexible arrangement for
many activities.
Principles of the environment

e Freedom
Structure and order
Reality and nature
Beauty and atmosphere
Community life

e Montessori didactic materials
Montessori apparatus has the following qualities:

e Provides sensory motor activity
Incorporates a control of error to encourage auto-education
Used individually
Carefully structured to encourage development of self-discipline
Develops fine motor skills
Supports language learning

e Progresses from concrete to abstract ideas
‘It is true, we cannot make a genius; we can only give each individual the chance to
fulfill his potential to become an independent, secure and balanced human being.’
Maria Montessori

PRACTICAL LIFE EXERCISES

Learning goals:

Children will develop: motivation, self-confidence, concentration, autonomy,
social skills, independence, motor skills, positive self-image and self-discipline.
Life skills.

Care of self.

Care of the environment.

Social skills.

Circle time activities and games.

SENSORIAL EXERCISES

Young children meet the world around them through the constant use

of all their senses. They will be able to:

Investigate objects and materials by using all their senses, as appropriate.

Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.

The activities go from simple to complex. The materials have built-in control of error,
are presented on an individual basis, structured and ordered to help the child to think



constructively and logically. They promote fine motor coordination and are indirect
preparation for later learning in reading and writing, mathematics and sciences.
Visual\kinaesthetic senses, e.g.: knobbed cylinders, pink tower, long rods

Geometry, e.g.: geometric cabinet and cards, geometric solids, constructive triangle.
Algebra, e.g.: binomial cube

Perception of colour

Tactile kinaesthetic senses, e.g.: touch boards, baric tablets, thermic tablets and bottles
Auditory sense, e.g.: sound boxes

Gustatory sense, e.g.: taste jars

Olfactory sense, e.g.: smell jars

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Montessori placed great emphasis on encouraging

the child to communicate.

She particularly drew attention to the importance of:

Indirect preparation for languages through the practical exercises and sensorial activities.
Building the child’s vocabulary through the use of the three period lesson.

Preparing a stimulating environment to encourage concept formation and the
development of language and thought.

Early introduction of reading and writing skills.

Early introduction of grammar through games.

Listening: telling and reading stories, nursery rhymes, songs, poems

and verse speaking.

Speaking: discussing pictures and projects, drama, circle time,

Montessori farm and games.

Vocabulary: stories, picture discussions and language cards.

Reading: language games, sandpaper letters, pink level material (three letter phonic
words), blue level (longer phonic words) pink and blue level grammar exercises, green
level (phonograms) activities.

Writing: early preparation through “Inset for Design™ activities, write own name, use
phonic knowledge to formulate simple, regular phonic words.

MATHEMATICS

The Montessori mathematics scheme has been designed to promote logical thinking in
children, starting from simple concrete activities and progressing to more advanced
abstract experiences.

Children start by sensorial activities, exposing them to different basic concepts in
mathematics, such as seriating, comparing, recognising and naming two and three
dimensional geometric shapes, as well as being familiar with number rhymes, songs,
stories and counting games.

Number concepts: children are able to:



Count and recognise numbers from zero to ten using the large number rods exercises,
sand paper numerals, cards and counters and spindle box.

Count and recognise numbers up to nineteen; Seguin Board A.

Use the vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting and understanding concepts;
snake game, small number rods, short bead stairs, addition strip board, subtraction strip
board and the golden beads material.

Count and recognise numbers up to one hundred; Seguin Board B.

Geometry: Children measure objects in the environment and name geometric shapes
and see the relationships and patterns in geometry.

Measurements: Children are exposed to early experience in length, mass and weight,
capacity and volume, time and money.

CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Montessori emphasised the importance of the interaction between the child and the
outside world. Through this interaction the child will be able to understand his/her
position in the world as well as the outside world. The materials are stimulating,
attractive and concrete and concentrate on the concept of experience, discovery, research
and interaction.

History: the time line gives the children the chance to find out about past and present
events in their own lives, those in their families and other people they know.

Children respond to relevant cultural and religious events and show respect to those who
have different beliefs and customs, recognising the needs and concerns of others and
giving careful consideration to other views.

Geography: children observe, find out about and identify features in the place in which
they live and the natural world. They also show an awareness of the purpose of some of
the features of the general area and neighbourhood in which they live and look closely at
similarities, different patterns and change.

Science and Technology: children select the tools and techniques they need to
assemble, shape and join the materials they are using. They ask questions about why
things happen and how things work, as well as identifying the uses of everyday
technology and using the information and communication technology and programmed
toys to support their learning.

Civic education: children are oriented to the laws and principles of sovereignty, justice,
responsibility, moral values and positive behavioural attitude. They are introduced to the
system of constitutional monarchy, Jordanian symbols, national terms and national sites.

CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Children respond in various ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and feel through
art, music, dance stories and imaginative play.

The visual arts: drawing, painting, pasting, printing, rubbing, modelling, constructing,
stitching and weaving and puppets.

Music and dance: introducing young children to music, instruments, listening



exercises, rhythm, pitch, melody and harmony and music and movement.
Drama:
Through drama children will:
a) express their emotions through the use of facial expressions and body language
b) apply imagination and utilize it creatively.
¢) understand empathy and expresses understanding to peoples feeling .

Body and Mental Awareness Activities:
These activities contribute to the total growth and development of each child, physically,
mentally and psychologically.
The curriculum consists of the following:
1.Movement concepts development:
a) Body awareness: shapes, balance, weight bearing, flight.
b) Space awareness: general and personal space, directions.
c) Qualities of movement: time / speed, force, flow.
d) Relationships: among body parts, objects and people.
2. Fundamental motor skills:
a) Locomotor skills: running, jumping, hopping.
b) Non-locomotor skills: bending, stretching, twisting, turning.
c) Manipulative skills: Throwing, catching and kicking.
3. Specialised motor skills:
a) Body management skills.
b) Game skills.
4. Meditation :
It focuses on mindfulness breathing. The children will learn to harmonize their mind,
body and spirit. his surrounding, improves attention and behavior as well as calms the
nervous system.
4. Social Skills:
Such as cooperation, sportsmanship, establishing, successful social relationships,
following simple rules through group activities.

KINDERGARTEN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
PREREQUISITES TO ADMISSION

To complete the process of admission, the following must be in the possession of MM
KG:

A completed application form.

Photocopy of the family book, with national registration number.
Immunisation form.

Copy of Birth Certificate, authenticated by the Civil Registration Department.
Two coloured passport-sized photographs of the student.

Copy of the child’s Vaccination Card.

Child’s medical Report form.

Copy of child's passport, on the parents' passport with the child's name on it
A non-refundable registration fee.
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10. An interview will be conducted with the child in the presence of the parents.
Acceptance will be decided pending interview results.

DEFINITION OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

MM KG is a year-round school, closed only on statutory holidays. The academic school
year is from September through June. Information regarding dates is sent home prior to
the holidays. MM KG also offers a summer camp programme for four weeks during the
summer holiday.

In addition to the Montessori curriculum we have a “class project” featuring special
trips, visitors and activities for children.

SCHOOL BUSINESS

Parents are encouraged to contact the KGI office at any time with messages relating to
their child's school day or if they have questions relating to school registration, tuition or
special programmes. The telephone numbers are listed on the back of this booklet.

CLASS PLACEMENTS
MM KG staff determines the placement of each child based on the following:

a. The welfare of the child.

b. The maintenance of the Montessori principle of the three year age mix.

c. The development of a balanced classroom composition related to age, gender,

developmental maturity, special needs, personality, experience, etc.

d. Observations by the Principal and classroom teachers
The request of parents will be carefully CONSIDERED but not promised. Once an
appropriate placement is determined, a change is made only if the staff feels that the
child’s development merits the change.
Multi-age groupings are the heart of the Montessori methodology and any change
may decrease the benefit of being in the same environment for a three year cycle.

TRANSPORTATION
MM KG offers a bus shuttle to most of the areas in Amman. Parent(s) can contact the
school office for further details regarding schedules and fees.

SETTLING IN POLICY

The first Days
The staff will at all times co-operate with the parents to settle the child in to the Modern
Montessori Kindergarten.

Nursery children are just learning to separate from their parents and developing into
autonomous and secure individuals. Parents are asked to help the transition of their
children into the school programme by visiting with them prior to enrolment and by
allowing ample time each morning for an unhurried arrival. During the first week a



parent, or the child’s carer, will be allowed to stay in the classroom with the child for a
short period each day. During the second week the parent, or the child’s carer, will be
asked to leave the child in the kindergarten by himself. Only in very exceptional
circumstances will this policy be waived

For older children, separation from parents is much different. If parents linger, these
children may get mixed messages. They may translate their parents’ hesitation to leave
as fear. Therefore, parents are asked to help their children by not staying in the
classroom when their children begin school. Instead, parents are asked to help the
transition of their children into the school programme by visiting the school prior to the
first day. It has been our experience that, once children begin school, brief drop-off
times encourage a positive adjustment to school. Sending the child to class with a smile,
a kiss and encouragement to have fun reassures the child that you approve. Parents must
remember to tell their children that they will return, and always say goodbye before they
leave.

= No child will be taken on an outing from the KG until they have settled in properly

and they show signs of confidence in their teachers.

DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP POLICY
DROP-OFF
The importance of timely arrival and departure cannot be over-emphasised. All children
should arrive on time (8:00 a.m. for KG2 children), (8:30 a.m. for KG1 & Nursery
children) before the start of class in order to prevent distractions for the work cycle.
e Children must be escorted to class by the parent, the carer, the driver or the bus
attendant.
e Teachers will be on duty to welcome early-comers.
e Teachers will greet the child and welcome him\her into the classroom. The child
is encouraged to shake hands with his\her teachers.
e Parents are asked to close all gates and doors every time they enter and leave the
KG.
Being punctual is a vital skill that all children should observe. Parents are encouraged to
help the children learn the importance of maintaining a schedule and being on time.

PICK-UP
Children learn to expect their parent at a certain time each day so they have to be picked
up promptly at the specified time.
e School days end at 1:00 p.m. except on Tuesdays, when school day ends at 12
noon.
e School day ends at 2:00 p.m on Wednesdays and Sundays for KG2 children.
e Children will be released only to authorised persons who are designated on the
child's information form.
o If there are exceptional circumstances, the parents must notify the school as
early as possible so that alternative arrangements can be made for their child to
be looked after until they are able to collect her or him.



e Children are not allowed to go to each other’s houses directly after school .If so,
parents are to be present and give the child to the other parent directly.

e Children who take the bus are not allowed to go to any other child’s house
directly after school be it via bus or pick up by another child’s parents .

The end of day can be a hectic time; parents are asked to refrain from conversing with
their child’s teacher, as this tends to sway the teachers’ attention from their
responsibility to their children. Also, teachers spend time after class handling record-
keeping, tidying up, preparing their classes and discussing child progress. It is absolutely
essential that they have this time free for their duties. Parents wishing to discuss their
child's progress in school are asked to make an appointment for another time. This way,
the staff will be able to address the children's needs without distractions

ABSENCES OR MID-DAY APPOINTMENTS POLICY

If the child is going to be late, absent or has a mid-day appointment, the KG should be
notified no later than 8:30 a.m. (In case of absence due to illness, the office should be
informed of the nature of the illness.)

HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE POLICY

We undertake to ensure that:
The entire environment is safe from any hazard whatsoever.
All electrical appliances are safe and protected.
All windows and doors are safeguarded and locked where appropriate.
All floors and working surfaces are safe and clean.
All fire exits are clearly marked and free from any obstruction.
All street exits are locked.
All outdoor areas are safe for free play.
All outdoor play equipment is safe with suitable ground cover under slides and
any gross motor activities.
All medicines are kept at the doctor’s clinic.
Cleaning materials are kept under lock and key and safely away from children.
There is no smoking at any time on the premises.
There is sufficient supervision at all times.
The kitchen area and appliances comply with the Health and Safety Regulations.
All members of staff are aware of emergency procedures and have access to the
First Aid Kit and know how to use it.

IlIness and Emergency Procedures
The KG maintains very high standards of hygiene. Hand washing is implemented before
and after snack and frequently during the course of the child's day.
e Parents should notify the school if their child gets infected with any infectious
diseases that are common to children, such as measles, chicken pox, or any other
contagious diseases.



Parents must play their part in trying to curb epidemics by not sending children
to school when they are sick.

Parents must use their discretion if their child has a cold, runny nose, cough, etc.

The KG prohibits attendance of a child during an illness. If a child is ill then the
child will be kept away for the following minimum period of time:

ILLNESS MANDATORY TIME AWAY FROM SCHOOL

Any communicable disease or Until declared free from infection by the physician
childhood illness

Chicken-pox, mumps and 7 days from appearance of rash or swelling
measles

Infectious hepatitis 7 days from onset of jaundice

Whooping cough 21 days from onset of coughing

German measles 4 days from appearance of rash

Common illness

Fever 24 hours after the temperature has become normal
Diarrhoea 24 hours after the diarrhoea has cleared

Vomiting 24 hours after the vomiting has stopped

Impetigo Until the skin is clear

Lice Until the condition is clear

Any other illness or condition Follow the advice of the school doctor

A child who returns to school after contracting any of the above communicable diseases
must bring a note from his\her physician indicating that he\she is in good health and able
to return to school.

Any child exhibiting signs of diarrhea or vomiting must be picked up
immediately and may return to school only after he\she has been free of
symptoms for 24 hours.

Parents should be aware that existing by-laws require outdoor play for all
children. If a parent feels that his\her child is too sick to participate in outdoor
play, then it is deemed that their child is too sick to be at school.

It is recommended that children who require prescribed fever reduction
medication every four hours (e.g. Tylenol, cough syrup etc.) should NOT be at
school. Staff cannot administer such medication.

All allergies must be listed on the child's medical form. If your child develops
any new allergies not listed on the form, please notify the office and the teacher
immediately.

Furthermore, a child will not be kept at the KG if he shows any sign of illness.
Parents must collect their child within one hour of being telephoned by the KG
advising that the child is not well enough to attend.

If a child is absent for more than three days, parents must report to the KG as to
the cause.



e When parents have verification of the fact that their child has a communicable
disease, they should call the KG immediately so that a note can be sent home to
inform other parents.

e The KG must be notified in writing of any health condition and treatment
required.

Immunization must be provided by parents before the first day of class.

If a child is involved in an accident in school, the parents will be notified
immediately after First Aid is given. If parents cannot be reached, the
emergency number which the parent has registered will be contacted.
The following steps will be followed:
e The child will be moved to the principal’s office.
The school’s doctor will be called immediately.
The child will be given first aid, if necessary.
The parents will be notified.
The accident will be recorded in the accident book at the school clinic.
The child will be settled back into the classroom, if appropriate.

If the child needs hospital treatment a member of staff will accompany the child

to the hospital and remain with the child until the parent/parents arrive. A

record of the circumstances of the accident will be kept at school and made

available to the medical practitioner and the parents.

The following steps will be followed:

= If it is safe to move the injured child, he will be taken to the school clinic and the
doctor will call an ambulance immediately.

= |f it is not safe to move the child, he will remain in his position until the
ambulance arrives.

= Next, the child’s parents will be called.

= The child will be accompanied to the hospital by his teacher, and she will remain
with the child until one or both of the parents arrive.

= The accident will be recorded in the school accident book.

FOOD MANAGEMENT POLICY
The school operates a snack time.
e Children must bring their own snack to school in a suitable lunch box.
¢ Individual food requirements will be respected. Sandwiches, fruits, vegetables,
water, fruit juice and milk are the best ingredients for a school snhack.
¢ Religious and cultural requirements will be respected.
e Children will never be forced to finish their food. If a child consistently eats
poorly, the parents will be consulted.
e Children will be taught table manners through the Montessori Exercises of
Practical Life.
e Children will be expected to lay and clear the table, participating in the control
of their environment.
e Parents must notify the school if their child is allergic to any kind of food.



BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS POLICY

The KG acknowledges that celebrating children's birthdays can be very exciting.
However, due to overwhelming health concerns from parents, we request that parents
only bring nutritious snacks to school, even for birthday celebrations. PARENTS
MUST NOT bring party loot bags, gifts, fancy cakes (cream-filled, ice cream, icing
etc.) to school. The child may like to select a book to donate to the school in
commemoration of their birthday. The child’s teacher can assist you in the selection of a
book that will enrich our library.

Please note that if a parent wishes to distribute personal party invitations, it must be for
the whole class; otherwise, they must be distributed off KG’s premises.

EXCURSIONS POLICY

Parents will be notified in writing, in advance, if the KG plans for an excursion.
Parents will be asked to sign a consent statement. Parents may elect for their
child not to participate in the excursion. In this case the child will stay at home
for that specific day.

Excursions will be arranged for educational or recreational purposes.

TOYS AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS POLICY

Toys should remain at home. Parents should tell their children that toys are for
home use and that at school they have special apparatuses to play with.

Parents must check their child’s pockets to see what they contain before school.
Check especially for "home™ items and check for unfamiliar objects when she\ he

returns home. These may be part of school equipment.

Children may occasionally be permitted to bring in very special items which
relate to the class project, cultural activities, and science or nature projects.
Parents are asked to label any items brought to the KG so that they will be
returned home safely.

Children are not allowed to wear jewellery to school
The Kindergarten will not take responsibility for any lost jewellery.

CLOTHING POLICY
e School uniform is mandatory. The KG requires that all children are properly dressed

in the official school uniform. Shoes must be comfortable and worn with white

cotton socks.

The child should be dressed appropriately for the activities of the Montessori
classroom, both indoors and outdoors. Parents should remember that the children
will be painting, sitting on the floor and participating in physical education
activities, as well as working and playing outdoors during a typical day. No child



should feel inhibited because of wet or dirty clothing; therefore, children should
have spare clothes at school.

e Parents should encourage their children to manage dressing and undressing by
themselves at home, so that they will feel confident in their dressing skills.
Children need patience, encouragement and consistency.

The following is a recommended list of items to bring to school:

Spring and Summer
Water bottle.
Extra pair of trousers and shirt (uniform).
Extra pair of underwear and socks.
Cap.
NO SUNGLASSES, SANDALS OR CLOGS are permitted on the playground.
ter and Autumn
Water bottle.
Extra pair of trousers and shirt (uniform).
Extra pair of underwear and socks.
Jacket.
Mittens or gloves.
Warm Hat.
. Scarf.
Each item should be labeled clearly with the child’s name.
e Children are encouraged not to wear clothing depicting cartoons or violent
characters.
e Plastic "shopping bags" must not be left in children's pigeon boxes.
e Lunch boxes without cartoon and violent characters are recommended for
children.
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PICTURES AND VIDEO CAMERAS

The school may take various pictures and videos throughout the course of the school
year which may be displayed in the school or on the school’s website and on
promotional material. These pictures can range from class trips to various activities the
children participate in throughout the week. These pictures will NOT be used for any
other purpose.



BEHAVIOUR POLICY

At the Modern Montessori Kindergarten all community members, from different

backgrounds and having different beliefs, have a right to work, learn and play in

an environment that is safe, co-operative in nature, understanding and respectful
of the rights of each individual. We are committed to providing an environment
free of bullying behaviour.

We also operate on the assumption that everyone in the KG will take good care of

everyone else. To this end, two aspects of behaviour are forbidden:

No child or adult will hurt another in any way.
No child or adult may disturb the work of another.

e The staff at the Modern Montessori Kindergarten aims to promote good behaviour
and to encourage consideration of others through showing respect for others than
themselves and through the Montessori Exercises of Practical Life.

e The KG aims to help the children develop self-discipline.

e The ground rules are discussed with the children upon entry to the classroom in
order to promote safety and to set reasonable limits of behaviour for them.

e Ifachild hurts or upsets another child, the offending child will be asked to talk to the
child who has been upset and see if he is all right.

e The teacher will also see to it that the child who has been upset is both physically
and emotionally all right.

o If the offence is serious then the offending child will be removed from the group for
a period of time. This child will be cared for by the teacher who will endeavour to
help the child understand the offence he has committed. She may try to redirect his
attention to another activity until he has calmed down and is better able to
understand the consequences of his action. No child will ever be threatened or
physically punished.

e Parents will be called for a conference if their child is persistently disruptive in the
classroom or behaving in an unacceptable way. If it is thought necessary by all
parties then professional advice will be sought.

Policy regarding parents:

=

Parents are assured that all children are protected.
2. The KG holds an orientation meeting for new parents during the month of September
every year.
3. Parent-teacher meetings are scheduled for each child twice a year. These are of ten
minutes duration.
If additional time is needed, a further conference will be scheduled.
If a parent wishes to speak to a teacher at any time he/she can call the KG office to
arrange an appointment.
6. If a teacher feels she needs any information from the parents or wishes to give a
parent any information, she will call them for conference after consulting with the
principal.
7. All conferences, at all times, are highly confidential conversations between the KG
and parents.

o s



8. In the event that a significant change occurs in circumstances at home, parents are

requested to consider informing the school as soon as possible.

9. Should a child be invited to a friend’s house after school hours, parents must notify

the school in writing. Verbal requests are not acceptable.

10. If someone other than the regular person is to transport the child, a written note by
the parent must be sent to school. Children will not be released to an unauthorised

person.
11. Any paper that needs to be signed by the parents must be signed personally.

12. In case of any complaint or concern, parents can inform the principal and then proper

arrangements will be made to investigate the concern or the problem.
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“It is true, we cannot make a genius; we can only give each individual

the chance to fulfill his potential, to become an independent, secure and
balanced human being". Maria Montessori”
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	The Modern Montessori Kindergarten is a private educational KG which offers a Montessori learning environment to enhance each child’s unique style. The KG was established in 1985. It is committed to making high quality Montessori education accessible ...
	The KG offers a programme for children aged between two years and eight months to six
	years. The Montessori education is recognised internationally as one of the most effective methods to help children learn how to learn…..and be continuous learners.
	The focus of the MM KG is to:
	 Help children to develop self-confidence and self-esteem.
	 Create a happy and nurturing environment where children feel comfortable to
	discover and achieve their full potential.
	 Give the required attention to each child in order to encourage learning and
	allow each child to progress at his or her own pace.
	 Stimulate growth by using materials and activities that encourage each child to
	explore, learn and solve problems.
	 Encourage and develop essential social skills through critical thinking,
	independence and cooperation.
	 Nurture each child's individual needs by providing a safe, secure and caring
	environment.
	 Enhance concentration skills and establish good working habits to discover the
	joy of learning.
	10 Principles of the Method
	3. Learning is not compartmentalised.
	We also operate on the assumption that everyone in the KG will take good care of everyone else. To this end, two aspects of behaviour are forbidden:


